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On the evening of August 15, police in Managua broke up two demonstrations with the use
of riot sticks, electric prods and dogs. Opposition leaders said the protests were staged to test
the government's commitment to the new regional peace plan. In its August 16 edition, official
newspaper BARRICADA accused two US diplomats of inciting the demonstrations. The newspaper
identified the diplomats as John Moderno, the US Embassy charge d'affaires, and Gary Grappon,
a vice council. Alberto Fernandez, a spokesman at the US Embassy, declined to comment on the
article. Some witnesses said at least 10 people were arrested in the two incidents. Meanwhile,
the Interior Ministry issued a statement saying that only two political leaders had been ordered
detained for 30 days for disturbing the peace. The two identified by the Ministry were Lino
Hernandez Trigueros, president of the Permanent Human Rights Commission, an oppositionaligned group, and Alberto Saborio, head of the Nicaraguan Bar Association and secretary general
of the Nicaraguan Conservative Party. In one of the incidents, the police broke up a gathering
of about 1,000 people preparing to hold a march after inaugurating the offices of the Nicaraguan
Democratic Coordinate, the group's president, Carlos Huembes, said. (On August 14, Coordinator
spokespersons demanded that the government enter into direct negotiations with the contras.)
In another part of the capital, the police halted more than 500 relatives of prisoners accused of
anti-government activities as the group tried to leave the headquarters of the Social Christian
Party to hold a demonstration, said the party president, Erick Ramirez. Huembes said there were
no reports of serious injuries. Unauthorized demonstrations are prohibited under a the state of
emergency that has been in effect since March 1982. On August 16, State Department spokesperson
Anne Oakley said that two US diplomats were at the scene of the disturbances as observers,
but she was unable to confirm whether they were the same persons identified in BARRICADA.
Oakley began the daily news briefing on August 17 with a statement condemning Nicaraguan
authorities' suppression of the demonstrations. She said that the events "call into serious question
the Sandinista government's willingness to fulfill the commitments made by President (Daniel)
Ortega to democratize Nicaragua." (Basic data from AP, 08/16/87; WASHINGTON POST, 08/18/87;
PRENSA LATINA, O8/17/87)
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